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FROM 



A Citizen of Edinburgh, 



I 



T O 






Do&or Puffl 




t 

■ 

Letter, addreft to the citizens of this 

r •' / 

town, Came, accidentally into my hands 
fometime ago ; in which I learned, that 
Do&or R d % who now fills the Medi- 



cal Chair, inclines to refign it in favours of 

i 

one of his brethren. 

As this epiflle is not fubferibed by any 

body, it did not occur, at firft, who was the 
author ; until Fame, who fome times embel- 
li(hes truth, informed me, that a young Gen- 
tleman took the merit of the performance to 
himfelf. 

To the public, it would feem of little im- 
portance whofe compofition it is. At the 

fame 
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fame time, fome of your particular acquaint- 
ance, it is faid, do not fcruple to aver, that 
no body can be fo credulous as to believe, 

that a pupil of your own, daily in your 
houfe, would publifh any thing on a fubjedt, 

in which you are fo much interefted, with- 
out fir ft advifing with you ; or would 

rehearfe fa<5ts, which happened many years 

ago, unlefs you had prompted, Befides the 

flrength of ,the colouring, with which the 

whole of it is bedaubed, fay they, leaves no 
room to doubt, who is the father of the 

child, 

Upon the fuppofition, then, that thefe rea- 

fons are concluiive, I have taken the freedom 
to addrefs this Epiftle to you ; regreting 

much, fome abler Citizen has not undertaken 
the tafk. But fince this has not happened, 
I fhall proceed to fubmit, to the fublimity of 

your genius, fuch vulgar obfervations as oc- 
curred to me while reading it. 

In the entry, it is faid, to be " extremely 
" furprizing there fhould be any hesitation 
c< whom to prefer to this chair, which can 

" only proceed from an unacquaintance with 

" facts i 
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" fa&s ; and that the patrons cannot watch, 




" with too much care and vigilance, over 



much 



" the fchools of medicine, nor givet 

" attention to the choice of thefe Profeflbrs, 

" it being a" matter of great concern to this 



" town, left the other fchools mentioned, 

l< particularly that at Philadelphia, (hould ri- 
u val us in this branch of fcience." 

In all thefe and fuch like fentiments, I and 
feveral other worthy Citizens, heartily con- 
cur, as we believe every difinterefted man 



will ; 



in wifhing 



that this chair, when va 



cant, may be adjudged to the moft deferring. 

The great difficulty, however, for us, ho- 
ned and well-meaning Citizens, is to find 
Dut, who the proper perfon is. Here I ac- 
knowledge you are extremely kind, in point- 
ng out to us, even by name, (left we fbould 
:ommit a miftake,) the man on whom our 
:hoice ought to fall, and informing us of 
nany circumftances very necefTary to be 

" He is one, fay you, of general 

worth and abilities, which are known, 



;nown. 



iy 



but 



the learned world 



1 that his reputation has Ipread itfelf over 
! all England-, that his teaching the feveral 

*« branches 
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" branches of Phyfic, theory and practice, 
"* are an incontestable proof he is a man of 
very great and confidcrable abilities ; and 
that he has a peculiar talent and felicity 
in communicating his thoughts; confe- 



quentiy, he muft appear eminently quali- 



C( 



«c 



c< 



c< 



Cf 



fied to teach the practice of Medi cine, as 

he does the ftudy of Chemiftry with dif- 
" tinguifhed applaufe." 

When I had done reading thefe encomi- 
ums, I bleft my fate, which had given me ex- 
igence in an age, when (o great a Luminary 

of Phyfic appeared. Unqueftionably, faid 
this country muft" be happy, where a man is 
born to whom every branch of the healing- 
art is perfectly known. To fend oneu who 
can relieve mankind of thefe many aliments, 

to which humanity itfelf is inevitably fubjected 




every moment of 



exigence, is furely 



of the greateft bleflings Heaven could have 
beftowed upon a finful nation. 

None of the antients ever boafted (fo far 
as to me known) of fuch a fublime genius. 
They had, indeed, their Hippocrates and 
Galen j but the praifes beftowed on fliefe 
men, are no way comparable, to thofc be- 
ftowed 
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flowed on our countryman. To toim alone 
is refcrved a fupefior knowledge in Chemy, 
in practice, and in the faculty of communi- 
cating, his thoughts j in a word, he is really 
great in every part. 

Indulging myfelf in this reverie, a thought 
occurred, to wit, to inquire, what this Man of 

K 

i rifing a Merit had really done, that defer- 
ved fuch high applaufe. Not having the ho- 
nour, however, to he perfonally acquainted 

with you, I immediately applied to a Friend 
of mine, one of the Literati, a/king him, 
ever the Doctor had publi(hed any thing, ei- 
ther in his own profeftion," or in any other 
branch of Science ? His anfwer was, that 

you never had ; adding, at the fame time, 
your name indeed had been mentioned a- 
mongft the celebrated Scotch Authors in the 




edition of Sig. Carlo Dinina 



book 



printed 



at 



Glafg 



by 




& A. Fowlis : but that 



mod people had heard of the manoeuvre by 
which that was brought about. 

This anfwer furprized me exceedingly, as 
it is uncommon for one endued with a large 
ftock of knowledge to hide his talent in a 

napkin, and rob the Public of the opporjuni- 
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ty of judging coolly with refpeft to the extent 

of his learning. 

Next I directed my inquiries to find out, 
if you, like other great men of the Profef. 
(ion, had invented any thing, that really 
tended to the benefit of us helplefs mortals, 
fuch as difcovering the Baifamof Life, Gram 
Angelica % Vniverfal Powder •, or The true and ge~ 
nuine Britijh Oil, with many others too tedi- 
ous to name ; or, as a renowned Chemift, 
what Progrefs you had made in finding out 

the Philofopher's Stone, or the Grand Elixir, 
thefe unfathomable gulphs which have turn- 
ed fo many wife heads. 

Next I inquired, if you had been ufeful in 
any fhape to the Manufacturers or Artificers 
of this country, by affifting them with your 
knowledge, and thereby (hewing yourfelf to 
be a worthy Patriot, But all thefe fe arches 

and inquiries were vain and fruitlefs. 

Notwithftanding my want of fuccefs in dif- 
covering the grounds upon which thefe en- 
comiums have been fo bountifully beftowed, 

{till I cannot help thinking, you are one who 
pofTefTes a very eminent and ufeful talent in 

life, 




life, which is the noble art of "Puffings art 
art altogether unknown to the antients. 
The Roman Orator, who applied to his 



friend, intending- to write the hiftory of 
Rome, with the requeft orna me> may poflibly 

be confidered as an exception ; but there are 
fo few inftances, where any of them fall un- 
der the imputation of having laid on the paint 
them (elves, that they fcarce merit to be men- 
tioned. 

This art, to the praife of the age we live 
in be it fpoken, is altogether a modern in- 
vention, in which this country has hitherto 
made but fmall progrefs. 

True it is, none of the underftrappers in 
Phyfic, commonly called Quacks, feem alto- 
gether ignorant how ufeful an Art this is to 
their profeffion, as we obferve them always 

attended with a Trumpet to draw people to 

the found of their own praifes. 

Thefe reflections led me to wifh, that men 

in power would think of fome proper encou- 
ragement for adding, to the Medical Chairs, 
another, from whence Lectures could be gi- 
ven on this fubject, fo beneficial to every bu- 

B (inefs, 
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fincfs j add, in a mote particular manner, 

to that of Phyfic. 

If this fcheme (hall ever be carried into 
execution (and furely it deferves as due con- 
fideration as many others) one may venture 

to affirm, that the fpecimen, given in this ad- 
drefs to the Citizens, will infure you 

fion of the Puffing Chair j there you may 
expatiate, at pleafure, on all human occur- 
rences, this art knowing no bounds. There 

you may harrangue on the great advantage 
you have been to this College, by drawing 




numbers of foreigners to it, though we have 
hitherto believed that this was owing to the 
abilities of a Gentleman who fometime ago 
refigned his chair. There you may retail e- 
very lingular opinion in an Author as your 
own; and with propriety declare yourfelf, 
like Lord Peters'* brown loaf, the quintef- 
cence of all Phyfic, Surgery, and Pharmacy. 
It is now time we fhould come to the 
point, and confider your particular fitnefs for 
the Medical Chair in queftion, which gives 
rife to our prefent correfpondence. Upon this 
chapter, it is faid, " That you taught this 
" branch of the profeffion at Glafgow many 

" years, 
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" years ; that you have a happy talent in com- 

" municating your thoughts '; and that a 
" marc, in the pra&ice of teaching, is prefer- 
"able to one, who has riot been ufed to it.*' 
This fee ms to be the import of what is urged 

to fupport your preference* 

With refpedt to this plea, it mud be ac- 
knowledged a very uncommon indance qf 
Genius, to be, ready to fill every vacancy that 

may happen in the Medical Department, as 
any one branch of it is thought fufneient for 
moil men ; and, allowing that your Students 
at Glafgow formerly applauded your Lectures 
on this branch of Phyfic, does it follow that 
therefore you are fitter than any other per- 
fon. By the bye, I cannot help obferving 
here, how much you are to blame in not in- 
forming us, in what language thefe Le&ures 
were given. Here they are delivered in La- 
tin, to the ftudy of which, I am told, you 
have applied, fince your fettling in this town j 
(o far undoubtedly there is fome merit in ma- 
king up the deficiencies of youth. But as 
it feldom happens, that people in years are 
endowed with the gift of tongues, which 

they had not imbibed when young, it is to 

be 
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be regreted, that, in enumerating all your ci- 
ther accomplishments, this, which is faid to 

be the key to fcience, is not once mentioned. 
Surely it was highly neceflary to inform us 
with refpedt to this point, that we might the 

better judge what chance you had to draw 
Foreigners to this Clafs. 

Well, but it is faid that the Students at 
Glafgow applauded thefe Lectures. And is 
this any thing remarkable, that a ProfefTor, 

iTefled of popular Talents, and who lays 

himfelf out to engage the good- will of his 
Scholars, (hould obtain that end ? But in 
a competition, whether your Ledlures, or 
thofe of another, are preferable, the only way 
we can judge is, by your publifhing them to 

the world, by which every man of know- 
ledge will have an opportunity of giving his 
opinion, and of judging, what part thereof is 

your own, and what may be borrowed from 
others, fo that juftice may be done both to 
yourfelf and creditors, if you have any. If 

this advice is followed, I may venture like- 
ways to allure you, that you will in all pro- 
bability procure as honeft a friend as Bias of 

Santilane was to the Archbifhop of Grenada; 

though 
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though it is not impoflible but the friend 
might incur the fame cenfure from you, as 



that faithful Servant did from his Matter. 

Further, if you are (b exceedingly fit for this 

Chair, as is averred, pray, What reafon can 



be afligned.why Dr R d } who, every 

body mu(l allow, is a man of difcernment to 
difcovcr the fitnefs of a Succeffor. and of 
probity not to be influenced by any felfim 
motives, mould be fo blind, not only to re- 
ject your repeated follicitations, but like ways 

to prefer another ? 

Let us now proceed to confider you in an- 
other point of view, viz, as a Profeflbr of Che- 

miftry. Here you appear teaching a branch 
of Natural and Experimental Philofophy, 
without experiments j at lead they are fo 
few, that they become, as Shakefpear exprefies 
it, totally invifible to any thick fight. Every 

body knows, that it has been the cuftom of 
all Profeflbrs of Chemiftry, that are, or have 

been, to* perform the experiments before the 
Students, and then comment on them. Nous 

avons change toutes cela. You have taken the 
diredt contrary method ; like Bays, you fup- 

pofc all the experiments, and proceed in your 

Lectures 



* 



Ledtures independent of them. The apolo- 
gy offered is, " That a man, engaged in 
" practice, and advancing in life, cannot 




" fibly attend to fo many experiments as a 
iC College of Chemiftry requires." How a- 
vailable a plea this is, he that runs may 
read. 

This circumftance, however, is only men- 
tioned, in order to give the world a proper 
idea of your method of teaching, upon which 
fo great firefs is laid ; and that people may 
be better enabled to judge of the plan you, 
probably, would follow, in harranguing from 
the Medical Chair ; for that Clafs, alfo, de- 
pends altogether on fait and experiment* 
Perhaps you would fet afide all thefe, and 
fubftitute fancy in their place. This is, 

furely, more eligible for the fpeaker, and 
more agreable to the hearer. Others borrow 
with much labour from Nature and Authors 

who defcribe her ; but a man of genius 
fhould, like Bays, fetch it purely out of his 
own fancy. 

However, in order to obtain a change, 
Dr B k is next brought on the ftage, as 

one of the Dramatis Perjbna, and recom- 
mended 
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mended as a perfon proper to fucceed yofc. 

The DocWs ikili in Chemiftry nobody will 
controvert. But is this a reafon why the Me- 
dical Chair (hould fuffer ? Dr R 

tainly thinks, the intereft of his clafs depends 
on the choice he has made* Ought not his 

recommendation to have as much weight in 
the fcale, as yours ? efpecially in a matter 
where you are fo iramediatly interefted, and 
wherein it is not pretended he is influenced 
by any motives of friend {hip or intereft. Let 
us pafs by the evident impropriety of taking 
upon you, to name the fucceflbr ; and re- 
je&ing the recommendation of a Gentleman, 
who, after having ferved long and meritori- 
oufly, in his old age, inclines to retire, and 
indulge himfelf in that eafe he has fo well 
merited. 

i 

To come to a queftion, that does not ap- 
pear of eafy folution. How happens it, that 
you would quit a Chair, attended by (b many 
Students, to accept of another, not fo lucra- 
tive? Chemy is a ftudy purfued by many 
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of the learned, but the practice of Medicine, 
by thofe alone who intend to follow it as a 

profeffion j and as this has been always the 

cafe, 
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cafe, from the nature of the thing, it muft 

W 

continue fo. What conftruclion ought to be 
put on fuch a fcheme (hall be left untouched, 
that every perfon may be at full liberty to 
judge, as feemeth unto him beft. 

Let us now proceed to a very remarkable 
anecdote on this important fubject, viz. The 
fuppofed fcheme, the Patrons of the Univer- 
fity are faid to have in agitation, of publickly 
confulting the College of Phyficians on the 

prefent queftion. You begin with praifing 
the choice they have uniformly made, in all 
times part ; and, in general, it is certainly 

true 5 their merit in this refpecT: is confide- 
rable. But it is carrying the clogium rather 
too far, to maintain that this has always been 
the cafe. We need not travel a great way off 

for an example. Dr B k is faid to have 

been a candidate along with you, when 
P r fell fick, and your letter points him 

out, as the ableft Chemift of the two j yet 
you was chofen. Be this as it will, we may 

reft fatisfied, the prefent members of the 
Town-council are men of fo much honour, 
as to act that part in all fuch cafes, as. fhall 

appear 
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ippear the! fftofl eligible for the credit of the 
LJnivcrfityiQr mility of this city. > 

And ntov'I come to what appears the mod 
curios part of this£j>iftte, yfei the reprefen- 

tation gi^cii of your own brethren, whom 
you allow to be the beft judges of PhyGcai 
merit. But rtotwithftanding this" mighty con- 
ceffion, you ftill fee m afraid of fubmitting to 
their deeifion* The reafons giver, are, " That 
14 this College, like other focieties, is liable 
" to prejudice and partiality, and affection and 

44 enmity. l Intereft, prejudice and paffion, 
lc may pervert their judgments." 
Now, pray good Doctor, what enmity, ip- 

tereft or prejudice can they pofllbly haVe a- 
gainft you r" Is it becaufe you are the learn- 
edeft Phyfkian of our city ? This would be 
too jocular ; I (hall therefore compofe tl>e 
Features of my countenance. 

If, indeed, none of them had ever given 
any public teilimony of their learning, there 
would be feme room for fuch a fuppodtion ; 
:>ut, amongft them, .many have not only 
3radice, but alfo by their writings, defervedly, 
tcquired a reputation, both here, and in other 
countries. True, you allow us Citizens to 

confult, 



i 








18 




\ 



confult the moil fuflicient arid Unbtaflcd 
Judges. Pray who are tbefe ? furcly no fct 
of men can be fo furBcient, or lefe biafied 
than your own Brethren •, not even your 

own Students, whom you are fo fond of. 

It is insinuated, however, that if the mem- 
bers were advifed with privately and fepa- 
rately, they would not hefitate to give you 
the palm of glory j but if eonfulted publicly 



in a body, they would aft quite the contrary 
part. 

I do not know how thefc Gentlemen re- 
lifh this pi&ure you have drawn of them. 

To me the colouring is ilrong, to fuppofc 
thefe Phyficians worthy honeft men in pri- 
vate, but no fooner do they meet, publicly, in 
a body, than they lay afide, with their cloaks, 

every fentiment of honour and morality. 
Let me add, that to reject a jury of one': 

peers, to whofe verdict we muft fubmit oui 
lives, properties and charatfters, general!] 
fpeaking, implies a confeioufnefs of fome de 
fe<5t. It puts me in mind of an incident tha 
happened fometime ago to an old Bachelor 
whofe acquaintance propofed to him ro mar 

ry a young \Vidow. What, fays he, (hall 

unders; 
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undergo a comparative trial at spy HAafct of 



life ? 
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In the next place, you teft a* that the line 
Town-cooncH rejected the fchcme of confuk- 
ing the College. It were to Be wimed you 
had named your informer, feeing fome care 
has been taken to fcarch all the Magazines 
and Chronicles of that period, and yet we 
cannot find that this was ever thought of, or 

mentioned io them publicly or privately 5 fo 
that it is jmpofiibie to avoid giving this fa<ft 
the epithet which the Dean of St Patricks 
does to all fuch averments, viz* telling that 
which is not. 

r 

And now, my good DvSfor, having thus 
touched a( the moil material heads of your 
addrefs ; I am unwilling to detain you longer 
from the bufy fcene, that employs you and 
your talents, and from which you draw fo 
much benefit to yourfelf.*~~\{ I have fallen 
fhort of that praife and panegyric, you fo 
jujlly deferve, it is my misfortune, not my 
fault. Therefore, as a confequence of your 
dijintereftednefs, I can hardly doubt your for- 

givenefs j furely no qffence can be taken, 
where none is intended, for fo your ^ddrefs 
fays. 

Having 
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e withspou, I- ifaeuidthmk trip* 
uncxcufeable in regard to others, 5 tneb 
^J>^;t>arfes*hrs may ftfcrdNferl ^fce theit 
patioftce^ An t^piftid $&e a tal6,lh6uldnever 
bet 
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To then? candid judgrtieotythere 



fore, : is fubmitted 

the whole. 
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